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In 1976 the United States celebrated 200 years of independence from England in the
form of the Bicentennial. It was supposed to be a great event for all of its citizens, celebrating
in the knowledge that they were in a nation that had freedom of speech, a right to vote, and
economic dominance on the international level. The celebration was also meant to commemorate the Declaration of Independence and the "Founding Fathers" who conceived of it.
It was supposed to be a document that stated its reasons clearly why they, as thirteen colonies, should break from England because of the mother country's so called tyrannical rule.
In its plan to unify the colonies, it stated that "all men are created equal;" this statement
was supposed to rock the old English structure of class separation, not to mention American
racial distinctions. This gave people a false hope that everyone in the colonies had a stake
in breaking away from England. Nevertheless, Americans today continue to believe the fiction of this document.
What history has failed to tell is the "other" side of this great fantasy of American independence. It does not tell that although these founding fathers espoused equality from one
side of their mouth they also were dealing in the buying and selling of black human beings.
American history still has an aversion to explaining the blatant contradiction of their Revolutionary ideology. It has only been in the last several decades that there has been a significant
outpouring of energy to tell the real story behind this document and its real intent. Despite
a valiant effort from many sincere scholars to tell the story of the great contradiction, American culture continues to hang on to this facade of equality being the foundation for their country's beginning.
Kenneth Gomez
1964-1989

Kenneth Gomez was born in San Pedro de Marcoris in the Dominican Republic. He came with his family to the United
States in 1969 and settled in Brooklyn, N.Y. He attended Catholic elementary and secondary school and graduated from
the State University of New York at Binghamton before entering the State University of New York at Buffalo, School of
Law. Kenneth was very active in the law school community. He died in a tragic car accident near Binghamton on May
27, 1989, while going home to visit his parents. This issue of In the Public Interest is dedicated to Kenneth Gomez.
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